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the Indian participants in the Creek wars clarify
their identifications and give vitality to their personalities. It is a book that once opened will not be
put down until completely read.
*
*
*
The Bonapartes in America, by Gordon Dorrence
and Clarence E. Macartney (Dorrence and Company, Philadelphia, 1939).
Floridians will be interested in this new volume,
much of Chapter VI of which is devoted to Achille
Murat, son of Caroline Bonaparte, youngest sister
of Napoleon, because he has been for generations
the “glamour” pioneer of Florida’s territorial
period. Of the telling and retelling of his experiences, there is no end and probably will be no end.
Anecdotes about them range from the inimitable
fabrications of Governor William P. DuVal to the
equally amusing stories of that prince of raconteurs,
“Uncle Josh” Chase. While this new book tells
nothing that has not already been printed about
Achille Murat it presents what many people probably do not know. In addition it gives a fascinating,
new, account of Achille‘s younger brother, Lucien,
who, according to a discovery recently made by T.
Frederick Davis of Jacksonville was, on August 18,
1831, married to “Carolina Georgiana, youngest
daughter of the late Major Thomas Frazier, of
South Carolina” (Niles’ Register, September 10,
1831). Floridians will recall that it was Lucien’s
grandson, Prince Charles Murat of Casablanca,
Morocco, who, with his princess, the daughter of
Mrs. W. K. Vanderbilt, came to Florida in the
spring of 1932 and visited the plantation sites near
St. Augustine and Tallahassee where the eccentric
Achille and his lovely Virginia bride injected a novel
note into Florida’s rough frontier life a century ago.
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The Bonapartes in America is of value both for
reference and general reading. Apparently no connection of this famous family with America has
been omitted. There is even a chapter on the supposedly illegitimate children of Napoleon in the
United States. The opening chapter chronicles the
courtship, marriage and tragic separation of Jerome
Bonaparte and Elizabeth Patterson of Baltimore,
the Wallis Warfield of her day. A chapter is devoted to their grandson, Charles J. Bonaparte, who
was Secretary of the Navy in President Theodore
Roosevelt’s cabinet. Much space is wisely devoted
to Joseph Bonaparte’s life in the United States,
principally the years he spent at Bordentown, N. J.
Other subjects. treated are Louis Napoleon’s (later
Napoleon III) visit to New York, the Napoleonic
exiles in Alabama and Texas, and American attempts to rescue Napoleon. Nineteen excellent illustrations, including likenesses of Achille and Catherine Murat, together with a helpful chart of the
Bonaparte family enhance the value of the work.
This new book on the Bonapartes may well suggest to Floridians a more careful inquiry into the
Bonaparte connections with this state. It is time
to reevaluate the experiences of Achille Murat in
Florida. His writings were not without significance
in the interpretation of the American scene during
the early part of the last century. An investigation
of the sources available reveals a vast amount of
interesting material in the archives of Austria, the
National Library of France as well as representations in American collections.
Murat’s experiences as a lawyer on the Southeastern frontier, illustrated by the following excerpt
from a letter he wrote December 5, 1828 to Joseph
Hopkinson, author of “Hail Columbia,” will serve
to prove the keenness of his observations: “I re232
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turned day before yesterday from riding my first
circuit. I attended 13 courts. . . . [When] I defended
a Spaniard accused of petty larceny . . . I succeeded
in keeping the Court and jury in a constant uproar
[but] my client received the next morning 10
lashes. . . . Next day I succeeded in a case. . . .
Considering that I have read law scarcely 3 months
I conceive that I have done well enough.”
A. J. HANNA.
Soldier and Servant: John Freeman Young, Second Bishop of Florida. By Edgar Legare Pennington, S.T.D. (Church Missions Publishing Company,
Hartfort, Connecticut, 1939) 63 p. wrappers, fifty
cents.
Dr. Pennington once contributed to the QUARTERLY: Some Experiences of Bishop Young (XV. 35-50)
a narrative of the bishop’s travels and adventures
through the wilderness of central Florida in the
1870’s, then beginning to be settled. More of his
experiences, together with an account of his establishing the Episcopal church in that region, now
give a glimpse of the beginnings of some of its
towns and make a record of interest as well as of
historical value.
The author, who is the historian of his church
in Florida, published last year A History of the
Protestant Episcopal Church in Florida (see QUARTERLY XVII, 64) and is now writing a History of
the Church of England in British East and West
Florida.
*

*

*

The Cotton Kingdom in Alabama, by Charles S.
Davis, assistant professor of history, Alabama
Polytechnic Institute. (Alabama State Department
of Archives and History, 1939. $2.50)
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